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concerns were borne out, and the bill 
we are about to pass deals with part of 
the problems caused by the overseas 
immunization requirement. I had 
hoped we could pass a bill that exempt-
ed all immigrant children, not just 
adopted immigrant children, from this 
requirement. However, the adoptive 
parents are legitimately concerned 
about their children’s health, and they 
deserve this relief. I urge my col-
leagues to approve this legislation. 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the bill be placed at 
the appropriate place in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 2464) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

VETERANS’ CEMETERY 
PROTECTION ACT OF 1997 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of 
calendar No. 224, S. 813. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 813) to amend chapter 91 of title 
18, United States Code, to provide criminal 
penalties for theft and willful vandalism at 
national cemeteries. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the bill? 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with an amendment 
to strike all after the enacting clause 
and inserting in lieu thereof the fol-
lowing: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans’ Ceme-
tery Protection Act of 1997’’. 
SEC. 2 SENTENCING FOR OFFENSES AGAINST 

PROPERTY AT NATIONAL CEME-
TERIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to its authority 
under section 994 of title 28, United States Code, 
the United States Sentencing Commission shall 
review and amend the Federal sentencing guide-
lines to provide a sentencing enhancement of 
not less than 2 levels for any offense against the 
property of a national cemetery. 

(b) COMMISSION DUTIES.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the Sentencing Commission shall en-
sure that the sentences, guidelines, and policy 
statements for offenders convicted of an offense 
described in that subsection are— 

(1) appropriately severe; and 
(2) reasonably consistent with other relevant 

directives and with other Federal sentencing 
guidelines. 

(c) DEFINITION OF NATIONAL CEMETERY.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘national cemetery’’ 
means a cemetery— 

(1) in the National Cemetery System estab-
lished under section 2400 of title 38, United 
States Code; or 

(2) under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of 
the Army, the Secretary of the Navy, the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, or the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the committee 
substitute be agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee substitute was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the bill appear at the 
appropriate place in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

The bill (S. 813), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed. 

f 

U.S. FIRE ADMINISTRATION AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 
YEARS 1998 AND 1999 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 237, S. 1231. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 1231) to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal years 1998 and 1999 for the United 
States Fire Administration, and for other 
purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the bill? 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of S. 1231 as reported 
by the Commerce Committee. This bill 
would reauthorize the programs of the 
U.S. Fire Administration [USFA]. 

As I stated when we introduced this 
bill, it is a tragic statistic that the 
United States currently has one of the 
worst fire records of any country in the 
industrial world with more than 2 mil-
lion fires reported in the United States 
every year. Even more tragic is the 
fact that these fires result in over 4,500 
deaths, 30,000 civilian injuries, and bil-
lions property losses. 

The USFA has done a tremendous job 
since its creation in 1974, pursuant to 
the recommendation of the National 
Commission on Fire and Control, in re-
ducing deaths and damage caused by 
fires. This bill before the Senate today 
will allow the USFA to continue assist-
ing our Nation’s 1.2 million member 
fire service in doing their job, effi-
ciently and safely, with the best tech-
nology available. 

Mr. President, the fire service is one 
of the most hazardous professions in 
the country. Firefighters not only con-
front daily the dangers of fire; they 
also are required to respond to other 
natural disasters, such as earthquakes, 
floods, medical emergencies, and haz-
ardous materials spills. 

Finally, we are all well aware of the 
recent rise in arson activities in this 
country. Arsonists are responsible for 

over 500,000 fires every year. Arson is 
the No. 1 cause of all fires, and is the 
second leading cause of fire deaths in 
residences. 

The USFA has initiated several 
measures to combat this weapon of ha-
tred, including: community grants in 
high risk areas to hire part-time law 
enforcement officers, and to pay for 
law enforcement overtime and other 
church arson prevention activities; Na-
tional Fire Academy training courses; 
additional training and education for 
arson investigators with the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms; arson 
prevention information for the general 
public; and juvenile arson prevention 
workshops. This bill allows these ef-
forts to continue. 

Mr. President, we owe our support to 
this Nation’s 1.2 million firefighters 
who risk their lives every day to save 
the lives and property of others. By 
passing this bill, the USFA can con-
tinue providing the education, data 
analysis, training, and technology 
needed to enable these brave individ-
uals to do their job as efficiently and 
safely as possible. This bill ensures 
that both firefighters and the USFA 
get the financial resources they need to 
serve the public. I encourage my col-
leagues to support passage of S. 1231. 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the bill appear at the 
appropriate place in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

The bill (S. 1231) was read the third 
time and passed, as follows: 

S. 1231 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States Fire Administration Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Years 1998 and 1999’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 17(g)(1) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 
2216(g)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (E); 

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (F) and inserting a semicolon; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(G) $29,664,000 for the fiscal year ending 

September 30, 1998; and 
‘‘(H) $30,554,000 for the fiscal year ending 

September 30, 1999.’’. 
SEC. 3. SUCCESSOR FIRE SAFETY STANDARDS. 

The Federal Fire Prevention and Control 
Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in section 29(a)(1), by inserting ‘‘or any 
successor standard to that standard’’ after 
‘‘Association Standard 74’’; 

(2) in section 29(a)(2), by inserting ‘‘, or any 
successor standard to that standard’’ before 
‘‘, whichever is appropriate,’’; 

(3) in section 29(b)(2), by inserting ‘‘, or any 
successor standard to that standard’’ after 
‘‘Association Standard 13 or 13–R’’; 

(4) in section 31(c)(2)(B)(i), by inserting ‘‘or 
any successor standard to that standard’’ 
after ‘‘Life Safety Code)’’; and 
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